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SOKA GAKKAI INTERNATIONAL

USA

Organization Dept

DATE: August 3, 2010 MEMO NO: ORG—028
DISTRIBUTE TO: All Members
FROM: Organization Center—Renu Debozi

SUBJECT: SGI President Ikeda’s Message Commemorating Men’s Month

Attached please find SGI President Ikeda’s message commemorating men’s month in English and
Japanese. The Chinese, Korean and Spanish versions of this message are forthcoming and will appear in a
future memo and also online at www.sgi-usa.org. Please share this message at appropriate meetings

throughout the month of August.

Thank you very much for your support!



Message

To my trusted members of the SGI-USA Men’s Division, | offer my most heartfelt
congratulations to all of you on holding your men’s division general meetings commemorating the
8o™ anniversary of the Soka Gakkai’s founding!

Today, Nichiren Buddhism, the Buddhism of the sun, is shedding its brilliant light all around
the world. We have arrived at a time in which our movement for peace, culture and education,
grounded in Buddhist principles, must send its light of hope throughout society.

You have been exerting yourselves powerfully, day and night, for the sake of kosen-rufu, for
the sake of the people and for the sake of society. Nichiren Daishonin is most surely aware of your
noble endeavors. Please be firmly convinced that all your hard work and struggles today will turn
into wonderful good fortune and virtue that will adorn your lives into the future.

In each country, in every locale, wherever the men’s division members are cheerfully and
actively exerting themselves, everyone feels at ease.

The key to the development and victory of kosen-rufu is the presence of men’s division
members who are trusted in their communities, men who show actual proof of the principles that
faith is manifest in daily life and that Buddhism is the basis for society. Now is the time for the
members of the men’s division, as great generals of the Mystic Law, to win over every difficulty
through the “strategy of the Lotus Sutra” and leave behind a splendid history of personal victory.

Nichiren states, “To discard the shallow and seek the profound is the way of a person of courage”
(The Writings of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 402). I hope that all of you who uphold the supreme
philosophy of the Mystic Law will possess hearts of courage. Today more than yesterday,
tomorrow more than today, please advance along a path of wonderful improvement.

And, it is my hope that, as golden pillars of kosen-rufu, you will protect and foster the youth.
While broadly and warmly embracing your comrades in faith, please advance together in the
unity of many in body, one in mind.

A person who cherishes young people will always be young. This is something I once discussed
with the renowned British historian Arnold J. Toynbee.

I wish my precious comrades in America the greatest success in all of your endeavors. And I am
praying from the bottom of my heart for your good health and long life, and that your families will
enjoy great happiness. Hurray for the men’s division of the SGI-USA! May glory and victory be
yours!

Daisaku Ikeda
August 2010
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