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“The philosopher Georges Santayana once said ‘those who do not know history are doomed to
repeat it.” But this presumes history exists in the past. Instead, history is a contemporary arena
of political contestation. The meanings and symbols attached to the past inform us as to the
creation of identity, our political construction of the self, and to the intent of the political com-
munity. In my lecture, I will argue that it is up to each community to determine whether it serves

the interests of war or peace. Dr. Douglas Becker

Assistant Professor of International Relations, University of Southern California

Dr. Douglas Becker is an assistant professor of international relations at the Univer-
sity of Southern California. His expertise covers a wide range of topics including the
prosecution of war crimes, the United Nations and conflict resolution, international
law, US foreign policy, and US diplomatic history. His courses include Introduction to
Peace and Conflict Studies, Conflict Resolution and Peace Research, Historical Ap-
proaches to International Relations, Multinational Enterprises and World Politics, and
International Organizations. In addition, Professor Becker has begun researching the
relationship between historical memory and conflict, and continues to develop on-
going interests in pedagogy and active learning, as well as the international criminal
University of Southern court and conflict resolution.
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e Lectures are free and open to the public.
¢ Free parking, enter on 6th St., behind the SGI-USA Plaza.

CUlture Of Peace e Join the Culture of Peace lecture email list and get monthly
announcements about upcoming events by sending a request
to peacelectures@sgi-usa.org.

e Watch the live webcast of the lecture at www.vov.com/coptv.

e Reception to follow.

e Come and win a $50 gift certificate for culture of peace books
and gift items!

e Purchase the book Voices for a Culture of Peace Vol.1 at
www.cultureofpeacepress.com.

¢ Find Culture of Peace Press on Facebook.
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